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There are, however, instances of the fairs being held, or, more
correctly, begun, on the eve of the Saint’s Festival ; e.g. at Llanrwst
(S. Grwst, December 1), a fair was held November 30, O.S., now it is
December 11; at Tregaron (S. Caron, March 5), fairs are now, or
were, held on March 15, 16 and 17 ; and at Llanrhaiadr ym Mochnant
(S. Dogfan, July 13), fairs are held on July 23 and 24. Similarly,
fairs were held at Nevin (S. Mary) on eves of the Festivals of the
B.V.M., and at Abergele (S. Michael) on Michaelmas Eve. Sometimes
the fair date was not altered, N.S., as at Llanwnen (S. Gwynen, Decem-
ber 13) and Llandaff (S. Teilo, February 9) ; and in like manner, old
fairs on Festivals of the B.V.M. were still kept, N.S., on those days
at Rhuddlan and Swansea.

From this it will be seen that one cannot always rely upon the fair
day in fixing the Saint’s Day when the calendars are at variance, as
they not infrequently are.

The following Welsh calendars have been made use of in the
present work :(—

A. British Museum Cofion MS. Vespasian A. xiv, of the early
thirteenth century. The calendar, which is at the beginning of the
MS.,, is a very legible one.  The festivals entered are not many, but
they are those of the principal Welsh Saints.

B. British Museum Additional MS. 14,912, of the fourteenth
century, prefixed to a copy of Meddygon Myddfai. Imperfect ; begins
with March, which is indistinct, and the months of November and
December have been transposed. It contains the festivals of but
few Welsh saints.

C. British Museum Additional MS. 22,720, of about the fifteenth
century. The festivals of Welsh Saints are but few, and are in a
somewhat later hand. The Welsh entries are in the earlier part of it.

D. Peniarth MS. 4o, written circa 1469. It is printed in Dr. J.
Gwenogfryn Evans’ Catalogue of Welsh MSS., i, pp. 374-5. It
contains but few festivals of Welsh Saints. .

E. Peniarth MS. 191, of about the middle of the fifteenth century.
Itis printed in Dr. J. Gwenogfryn Evans, ¢bid., i, p. 1019. December
is wanting. Sometimes the festivals are a day late.

F. A calendar in the Grammar of John Edwards, Junior, of
Chirkeslande, now in the Plas Llanstephan Library. It is dated 148r,
and occurs at fo. 83 of the MS.

G. Peniarth MS. 27, part i, of the late fifteenth century, by Gutyn
Owain. It is in part stained ; January very illegible ; a somewhat
full calendar.

H. Peniarth MS. 186, of the late fifteenth century, also by Gut
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month. July and September have no entries. Some of the entries
are peculiar to this calendar ; others supply details of the saints that
are not found elsewhere. The following, among others, are note-
worthy festivals : Rhystyd, Padarn and Teilo (movable),  Fidalis
and Bidofydd ” (April 26), Pumpsaint, Cynddilig, Gwryd Frawd (the
three on All Saints’ Day), “ the Festival of the man who died on
Trinity Sunday, preceded by a great vigil on the Saturday night,
when it is customary to bathe for the cure of the tertian ague.” The
words “ Gwyl y gwr a fu farw " (probably the correct reading) of the
last quoted entry are converted in some of the copies into “S. Gwry-
farn ” and “ Y Gwyryfon ” (the Virgins). The list may be described
as a Demetian calendar, as most of the saints commemorated belong
to Dyfed, but more especially Cardiganshire. The first entry is
“ Gwyl Geitho,” which probably gives a clue to its origin.

T. British Museum Additional MS. 14,882, written in 15091 by
“ William ap Wm.” This is a perfect calendar.

U. Peniarth MS. 187, written in 1596, and printed, but only in
part, in Dr. J. Gwenogfryn Evans, ¢bid., i, p. 1014. This is a full
calendar. Some of the entries are curious, e.g. for January, ““ The
first day of this month the tops of the mountains appeared to Noah ’ ;
7th, “ Christ turned the water into wine ”’; 1oth, “ Nebuchadnezzar’s
war against Jerusalem.”

V. Hafod MS. 8, of the late sixteenth century, printed in Dr. J.
Gwenogfryn Evans, #bid., ii, p. 311. It is a meagre calendar.

W. MS. marginal entries in the calendar to a copy of the Preces
Private, published in 1573, in the Library of S. Beuno’s Jesuit College,
near S. Asaph. The entries are in at least three different hands, of
the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries, and are by persons
who lived in north, or rather north-east, Wales, for the majority of
the festivals, as well as fairs, entered belong to that part.

X.  Peniarth MS. 219, circa 1615, in the handwriting of John Jones
of Gelli Lyfdy. It is printed in Dr. J. Gwenogiryn Evans, #bid., i,
PP. 1043-5, where its festivals are entered with those of Pewniarth
MSS. 27, 186 and 187.

Y. The calendar prefixed to the Llyfr Plygain, or Prymer, of 1618
(fifth edition). This is a full calendar, but a leaf was missing for
April and May in the copy seen. It frequently corroborates L in some
of its isolated entries.

Z. The calendar prefixed to the Llyfr Plygain, or Prymer, of 1633,
edited by Dr. John Davies.

ZA. The calendar prefixed to Allwydd neu Agoriad Paradwys i'r
Cymrv, a Roman manual published at Liége in 1670. The Welsh




























